
 
 
Dear Applicant 
 
My name is Dr. Antonio Olmedo and I am writing to you as the current 
Pathway Leader for the MSc Education (Leadership & Policy).  I am pleased to 
have offered you a place on the programme for the coming academic year 
and want to take this opportunity to introduce myself and highlight the key 
features of the programme, as well as sharing the success of last year’s 
students and insights into the experiences thus far for those who joined us in 
September. 
 
I am a relative newcomer to the University of Bristol as I only joined in January, 2018. Before that I 
worked at the University of Roehampton and the UCL Institute of Education in London, where, for a 
number of years, I taught in similar programmes in Education Policy and Education Leadership and 
Managements. My work rests within the fields of education policy analysis and sociology of 
education, with a specific focus on the role of the private sector in education; neoliberal policies and 
the creation of quasi-markets; and global networks, international organizations, policy advocacy, 
philanthropy and edu-businesses.   
 
Key Features of Programme 
As a student on the MSc Education (Leadership & Policy) you can expect to join a thriving 
educational research community where your interests and aspirations will be nurtured and 
developed by our team of tutors. You will become part of a diverse community studying alongside 
students from a wide range of international and UK contexts.  
 
Through the Leadership and Policy specialism you will develop the theoretical knowledge and skills 
to lead quality improvement and promote social justice within organisations. Students on the course 
this year chose a number of units including: ‘Education Policy in a Global Context’; ‘Quality and 
Improvement in Education’, and, ‘Leading and Managing Change’.  
 
Typically the profile of students undertaking this programme of study are or were school teachers or 
teachers in further and higher education. Many have managerial experience and some have moved 
into education policy. They all share a commitment to improving education and the student 
experience through personal and professional development. 
 
Our students find that they make friendships for life during their time in Bristol. If you want to find 
out more about what people did while they studies here at Bristol and what they are doing now, our 
100 stories website is really inspiring!  

https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?ayrCode=18%2F19&unitCode=EDUCM5202
https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?unitCode=EDUCM5207
https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?unitCode=EDUCM5207
https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?ayrCode=18%2F19&unitCode=EDUCM0018
http://100stories.edn.bris.ac.uk/education/centenary/stories/


Your decision to pursue the MSc Education (Leadership and Policy) at Bristol is a great choice, and we 
are confident that you will not only enjoy the academic challenges but also the personal ones.  
 
In order to support preparations for your arrival please bookmark our ‘New Student Webpages’.   
These webpages will contain information and reminders on pre-arrival tasks to support your 
academic study. 
 
If you have any questions about the programme or would like any support in helping you prepare for 
your programme, please do contact us. 
 
With Best wishes, 
 
Dr. Antonio Olmedo 
Reader in Education Policy Sociology 
MSc Education (Leadership and Policy) Pathway Leader 
School of Education 
University of Bristol 
 
 
If you are not already following us on Twitter we recommend you do so.  This is a great way to start 
becoming part of the SoE community and we would love to hear from you on your reasons for 
applying, aspirations and preparations for arrival by using the #MySOEBristol and tagging us 
@SoEBristol.  

 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/study/new-students/
https://twitter.com/GSOEBristol
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MyGSOEBristol?src=hash

